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	BILL C-56
	

	
	An Act respecting assisted human reproduction
	

	
	Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as follows:


	

	
	SHORT TITLE
	

	
	1. This Act may be cited as the Assisted Human Reproduction Act.


	

	
	PRINCIPLES
	

	
	2. The Parliament of Canada recognizes and declares that
	

	(a) the benefits of assisted human reproductive technologies and related research for individuals and for society in general can be most effectively secured by taking appropriate measures for the protection and promotion of human health, safety, dignity and rights in the use of these technologies and in related research;

(b) the health and well-being of children born through the application of these technologies must be given priority in all decisions respecting their use;

(c) while all persons are affected by these technologies, women more than men are directly and significantly affected by their application;

(d) the principle of free and informed consent must be promoted and applied as a fundamental condition of the use of human reproductive technologies;

(e) trade in the reproductive capacities of women and men and the exploitation of children, women and men for commercial ends raise health and ethical concerns that justify their prohibition; and

(f) human individuality and diversity, and the integrity of the human genome, must be preserved and protected.


	
	PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES



	
	5. (1) No person shall knowingly 
	

	
	(a) create a human clone, or transplant a human clone into a human being;
	

	
	(b) create an in vitro embryo for any purpose other than creating a human being or improving or providing instruction in assisted reproduction procedures;
	

	
	(c) for the purpose of creating a human being, create an embryo from a cell or part of a cell taken from an embryo or foetus or transplant an embryo so created into a human being;
	

	
	(d) maintain an embryo outside the body of a woman after the fourteenth day of its development following fertilization or creation, excluding any time during which its development has been suspended;
	

	
	(e) for the purpose of creating a human being, perform any procedure or provide, prescribe or administer any thing that would ensure or increase the probability that an embryo will be of a particular sex, or that would identify the sex of an in vitro embryo, except to prevent, diagnose or treat a sex-linked disorder or disease;
	

	
	(f) alter the genome of a cell of a human being or in vitro embryo such that the alteration is capable of being transmitted to descendants;
	

	
	(g) transplant a sperm, ovum, embryo or foetus of a non-human life form into a human being;
	

	
	(h) for the purpose of creating a human being, make use of any human reproductive material or an in vitro embryo that is or was transplanted into a non-human life form;
	

	
	(i) create a chimera, or transplant a chimera into either a human being or a non-human life form; or
	

	
	(j) create a hybrid for the purpose of reproduction, or transplant a hybrid into either a human being or a non-human life form.
	

	
	(2) No person shall offer to do, or advertise the doing of, anything prohibited by this section. 
	

	
	(3) No person shall pay or offer to pay consideration to any person for doing anything prohibited by this section.
	


	
	OFFENCES



	
	60. A person who contravenes any of sections 5 to 9 is guilty of an offence and 
	

	
	(a) is liable, on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding $500,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, or to both; or
	

	
	(b) is liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding $250,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding four years, or to both.


	

	
	61. A person who contravenes any provision of this Act, other than sections 5 to 9, or the regulations or the terms and conditions of a licence is guilty of an offence and 
	

	
	(a) is liable, on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding $250,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years, or to both; or
	

	
	(b) is liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding $100,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or to both.


	

	
	62. A court that imposes a fine or term of imprisonment on a person in respect of an offence under this Act may 
	

	
	(a) order the forfeiture and disposition, subject to section 54, of any material or information by means of which or in relation to which the offence was committed; or
	

	
	(b) on application by the Attorney General of Canada, order the person not to engage in any activity that, in the court's opinion, may lead to the commission of an offence under this Act.


	

	
	63. A prosecution for an offence under this Act may not be instituted except with the consent of the Attorney General of Canada. 


	

	
	64. The Agency may notify any interested authority, such as a professional licensing or disciplinary body established under the laws of Canada or a province, of the identity of a person who is charged with an offence under this Act or who there are reasonable grounds to believe may have acted in breach of any professional code of conduct. 
	


